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C1 - First multidisciplinary boarding on passenger ferries, used as platform of
observation to collect data on cetaceans, sea turtle, marine litter and marine traffic
using an integrated approach of visual observation, eDNA, stabile isotope and sea water.
The protocols derived by reviewing of FLT Net approach (A2.1) has been applied and
tested.  

WELCOME ON BOARD of Grimaldi Cruise Smeralda to the eight researchers: 
Dr Antonella Arcangeli and Eugenia Pasanisi from ISPRA, Dr Elena Valsecchi from
UniMiB, Dr Fulvio Maffucci and Marianna Farina from SZN, Dr Paolo Mancuso, Martina
Gregorietti and Martina Russo from UniPA.

The team traveled for five intense days, from Salerno to Palermo, then Tunis and
Civitavecchia.
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CONCEPTU MARIS TAKES THE FIELD!
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…A diary day by day

DAY 1
A bottlenose dolphin breaks the water and jumps into the air to welcome the beginning
of the LIFE CONCEPTU MARIS key activity in the core area. All the equipment to collect
water samples for the analysis was set and ready. 

DAY 2 - The day of dolphins
On their way to Tunis, the visual team encountered six
groups of bottlenose zig-zaging under the bow of the
ship, for a total of thirteen individuals, including a
mother with calf, and eight striped dolphins. Two large
loggerhead turtles resting at surface completed the
sightings of the day. The rest of research team
proceeded with the calibration of the innovative sensor
system to monitor water parameters and collected the
first eDNA sample. 
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DAY 3
Travelling through the heart of the Tyrrhenian Sea, the team had the perfect conditions
to spot sea turtles. Down into the belly of the ship, the researchers collected the first
eDNA samples. The coordination meeting in the afternoon closed the day. 
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DAY 4 - Sperm whales breaching
Sperm whales breached six times over the horizon.
The team was heading back south, travelling through
the offshore waters of the central Tyrrhenian Sea,
when these majestic giants appeared. As planned, the
team collected water to look for the eDNA and isotope
samples. This will be the new routine! 
In the following hours, data entry, water filtering,
coordination meeting, logistic settings and the day
was over. 

DAY 5 - A flat Sea merging the sky
The last busy day came to an end. The ferry was
confirmed being a perfect navigating laboratory. We
are back with a lot of data to help filling the
knowledge gap on cetaceans and Sea turtle in the
offshore waters of the Tyrrhenian Sea and Sardinia
and Sicilia channels. 
A Splendid sunset, a last debriefing and the research
team landed back. Next month the Multidisplinary
Transect Loop Number 2 Is already planned.
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THE FIRST PHOTOGRAFIC CONTEST 
OF CONCEPTU MARIS
"Deep Blue. Whales, dolphins and sea turtles in the offshore”

The photo contest "Deep blue" launched last summer to tell the beauty of biodiversity
that can be found in the Mediterranean concluded and the jury have decreed the
winners among the many who participated in the contest…more than 100 pictures
were received!
The photos were selected based on their quality, sharpness and good exposure, but the
rarity of the species and documented behavior were also taken into account.

The podium of the LIFE Conceptu Maris photo contest is announced with the relative
motivations.

ELEONORA PIGNATA, with the fabulous jump of the striped dolphin 
(                                   ) "frozen" in flight. The photo is very sharp and large (so
it has not been very "cropped"), two aspects that testify to the readiness
and ability of the photographer. 

Stenella coerulalba
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GABRIELLA MOTTA, with Risso’s dolphins (                               ) on the
surface. These cetaceans, not easy to observe in the Mediterranean, are
portrayed in close contact, with two older individuals, with a lighter
body, flanking a young individual.  

CAMILLA AIUTI, with the Fin whale (                                          ) on the
verge of emerging. The photo is very evocative, with the silhouette of
the giant recognizable under the surface of the sea just rippled. In the
background you can see another individual, a feature that makes this
photograph even more special.

To the authors of the shots, in addition to the prizes up for grabs, go
the compliments of the whole LIFE Conceptu Maris team. Page 5
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Grampus griseus

Balaenoptera physalus
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A live streaming in YouTube is available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxHxncYwIeM for the 13th October, 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkI7Wud3Pjc for the 14th of October.

The agenda of the 13th included technical meetings and talks. The networking session
held in the morning, counted with 9 interventions by different bodies that presented
their projects and activities for the conservation of the Mediterranean. In the afternoon
it followed the updating of the Advisory Board and the meeting between the 11
partners on the progress of activities.

ADVISORY BOARD SESSION

Participants:
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LIFE CONCEPTU MARIS 
FIRST PUBLIC EVENT 
13-14 OCTOBER 2022 in Rome, hosted by ISPRA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkI7Wud3Pjc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxHxncYwIeM


ACTION A1 Executive Action Plan revision 01/2022
ACTION A1 Advisory Board Kick of meeting 28/02/2022
ACTION A2.2 Technical meeting on potential indicators 24/05/2022
Two Newsletters in May and August 2022
Advisory Board live meeting 13/10/2022 (current)
ACTION E1 Participation to first public event 14/10/2022 (current)

A general review and update of ongoing activities of the Life CONCEPTU MARIS
was presented for all the AB members.
ACTION C1.1 A summary of the experience of the first multidisciplinary data
collection performed in the project core area (03-07/10/2022) was presented
including the sampling design of the fixed sampling station for eDNA and SIA
sampling (figure below). The logistic organizations and practical aspect for
performing the multidisciplinary data collection on-board of the ferry was
discussed especially with the ferry companies of the AB.

ACTION E2.2 The logistic aspect for the preparation of the transferring of
multidisciplinary data collection approach to be performed in the Spanish
cetacean migration corridor, Pelagos Sanctuary, ADRION Region starting in June
2023 was presented and discussed (figure below). 

The meeting starts with a brief recap of the Advisory Board partnership and the
activities performed during the first nine months since the beginning of the project
and the current ones. In particular: 

During the meeting were presented and discussed with the Advisory Board member
the topics related to:
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ACTION C3+D2. The update of the Training course for personnel of maritime
companies on collision risk and biodiversity conservation was presented; a preview
of the eLearning platform and of the Questionnaire will be ready in November
2022. A discussion followed to define the enrolling best methods, how to involve
all the countries and other companies or categories, and on how to evaluate the
success of the course.

ACTION A2. The update of the tests decided on May 2022 and performed on
potential indicators and methods to assess species conservation status was
presented. A special focus was dedicated to the first results on low density species
using three potential indicators of changes (i.e., Occurrence-Real Distribution,
Suitable Habitat-ecological potential range, Real distribution vs ecological
potential range). The main resulting points were highlighted and discussed
highlighting in particular the fact that: results coming from FLT data collection
resulted in line with existing studies supporting the reliability of results; for the
“distribution” parameter the indicators proposed answered either the % of
changes AND the pattern; for the “habitat” parameter, several methods were
tested (GAM, GLM, MaxEnt…) to choose the relevant one for the FLT sampling
design and dataset; the use of several indicators help the interpretation of results
for one parameter; indicators crossing two parameters give information for
interpretation of the species conservation status; crossing information of several
species from the same group (deep divers) helps to confirm the resulted trend is
referred to a global changes or a species specific trend. A discussion followed
proposing to strengthen the link with technical working groups from other active
projects or experts (e.g. CetAMBIcion, ABIOMMED, JRC Task Group D1 and D10 of
MSFD, TEG on marine turtle, IUCN Expert Groups). It was decided to propose a
technical workshop within the marine mammal community at the next ECS in
May.

ACTION E1. The update of the communication actions was presented: launch of
the webpage and social networks, design and production of project leaflets and
roll-ups to be shown during public events and boarding on ferries, selection of
project logo, execution of the first photographic contest, and production of the
project gadgets (t-shirts, magnets, shoppers, etc.). The ads campaign statistics
shown a high acceptation and interest from the general audience as well as the
participation to the photographic event with more than 100 pictures received. 

ACTION E4. Principles and tools for the methodological approach and tools for
citizen science initiative was presented, followed by a discussion on the main
aspect such as the recruitment process. Participants underlined the importance of
involving not only potential volunteers with a scientific background but also
citizens not aware of project issues in order to raise awareness of an ever-wider
audience. Furthermore, it was clarified that a public call for volunteers will be
published in the first months of 2023.

The discussion concluded at 17.30. Page 8
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PUBLIC EVENT – OPEN DOORS

The morning of the 14th, on the other hand, was dedicated to the event for the general
audience, with the participation of students, associations, and enthusiasts. The project,
the results of the photo contest and citizen science activities were presented.
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LIFE CONCEPTU MARIS 
FIRST PUBLIC EVENT 
13-14 OCTOBER 2022 in Rome, hosted by ISPRA
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On the 23rd of October at Galata, Museo del Mare, Conceptu Maris participated at the
Genoa Science Festival with the conference "Attention, DNA in the offshore!". The
conference was attended by Antonella Arcangeli, researcher of Italian Institute for
Environmental Protection and Research and scientific coordinator of the project, Paola
Tepsich, researcher of CIMA Research Foundation (International Center for
Environmental Monitoring), and Elena Valsecchi, molecular ecologist of the University
of Milan-Bicocca, moderated by Francesco Tomasinelli of Triton Research,
communication partner of Conceptu Maris.
During the meeting, some of the most innovative activities of the LIFE Conceptu Maris
project were presented: the observation campaign of animals and floating waste
carried out by the ferries, the training specifically dedicated to the personnel of the
shipping companies to reduce the risk of impacts with cetaceans and monitoring with
environmental DNA collected directly in the offshore.
In the end, Eleonora Pignata was also awarded, winner of the "Deep Blue" photo
contest, 2022 edition, in presence. 

An attentive and curious audience interacted by asking many questions to the
speakers.
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CONCEPTU MARIS AT 
THE SCIENCE FESTIVAL

CONCEPTU MARIS ON TV
On Thursday 20 October, during the TV
program GEO (RAI3) Antonella Arcangeli,
ISPRA researcher and scientific coordinator of
the project, interviewed by Sveva Sagramola ,
presented the project CONCEPTU MARIS, by
exploring some of the challenges of studying
turtles and cetaceans in the open sea.

You can see GEO on the RAI Play platform: https://bit.ly/3SqTIaJ
A brief excerpt of the speech is visible on this link: https://bit.ly/3TicIcS
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CONTACT US:
info@lifeconceptu.eu

UPCOMING EVENT SAVE
THE DATE

The deliverables (A2) “First draft protocol data
collection&analysis” and “Synthesis of available
indicators, approaches, potential thresholds and
data needed for the different legal frameworks
for CEPTU species” are almost ready!
Next multidisciplinary boardings on ferries:
November and December
Launch of the Citizen Science Campaign with a
planned event in March 2023
Next public event: on the 20th of May 2023,
organized by CIMA
Conceptu Maris at the ECS conference in Spain,
with a workshop and a networking event (more
info really soon).
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